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• 

Examiner to reject daims 9. 1 1 and 13-17 were discussed. 

The claims above mentioned were rejected based upon the Homme et al. U.S. 
patent no. 3.113.017 and the Worthington U.S. patent no. 4.445.931. The inventive 
processes as set forth in independent claims 9 and 13 relate to a method of producing 
titanium powder wherein titanium tetrachloride vapor is submerged in liquid sodium or 
other reducing metal {daim 9) or introduced into the Interior of a flowing stream of a 
liquid redudng metal (daim 13). 

It was explained to the Examiner that the Homme '017 patent shows a vessel 1 
Into which titanium tetrachloride is introduced as a vapor from heater 28 through inlet 
30. The alkali metal is Introduced through inlet pipes 23 and 24. so the liquid alkali 
metal Is introduced into a vapor. This is exactly opposite to the claimed invention. 

The Worthington '931 patent shows sodium introduced through an atomizing 
nozzle 4 into titanium tetrachloride vapor 6 in a container 3. AccorxJingly. Worthington 
is also opposite to the present inventton because in Worthington, the liquid atomized 
sodium is Introduced into titanium tetrachloride vapor. 

Having shown that both of these cited references by the Examiner describe 
processes which are opposite to the present invention, as dalmed, it is believed that 
the Examiner should allow rejected claims 9-17 and such allowance Is requested. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Harry M. Levy 
Emrich & Dithmar 
Attorneys for applicar^ts 
300 South Wacker Drive, Suite 3000 
Chicago. Illinois 60606 
Phone: (312)-6e 
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Related Appt.-^i^^ft 
This Is a file wrapper continuation application of our previously filed application 
Serial NO. 09/264.677 filed March 8. 1999, which was a continuation-in-part of Serial 
No. 08/782.816. filed January 13. 1997. now U.S. Patent No. 5.958.106 issued 
September 28. 1999. which was a continuatron-In-part of Serial No. 08/691 .423. filed 
August 2. 1 995. now U.S. Patent No. 5.779.761 issued July 14. 1998. which was a file 
wrapper continuation of Serial No. 08/283.358. filed August 1. 1994. now abandoned 
entire dlsdo^,,^ of whIrSi are inr.nrpn«>fp^ n ^^ein bv r«fa».nro ^ 
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